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NEW IN TOWN
EAT

Tapas Down Under
Gastronom, the initially breakfast food–oriented restaurant by the people 
behind Bo.lan, has just started serving tapas from 6:30pm onward. Working 
closely with some of the food vendors at Bo.lan’s monthly farmers market, 
they’re bringing you Spanish tapas with a touch of Australian, Thai, and 
Mexican. Try their Iberico jamon croquettas, quail with quince aioli, or 
anchovies and pickled chilli skewers. Don’t forget their martinis! facebook.
com/gastronombkk —A.A.

Hot off the Press
Finally, a bar that makes 
us feel like rock stars but 
without the hotel location 
and the dress code. Located 
in a narrow, two-storey 
shophouse, Print Bar just 
opened opposite The Eight 
Thonglor, with zany wall art, 
hanging sculpture, and some 
great signature cocktails. Try 

the Tamarind Margarita and the Print Ginger Mush (vodka, ginger, and 
lime). The snack menu has a touch of the fancy as well, with offerings like 
watermelon with feta and balsamic; and boiled quail eggs with flavoured 
salts. printbarbkk.com —MRIGAA SETHI

Lunch to Relish
If you don’t work too far from 
Thonglor, drop by Supanniga 
Eating Room, which serves 
delicious Eastern Thai food 
based on family recipes. They’ve 
started offering a set lunch menu 
since February 1st. The B220 
set includes a herbal drink, a 
rice dish, soup, a plate of fruits, 
and tea or coffee. facebook.com/
SupannigaEatingRoom 
—AMITHA AMRANAND

Some of our favourite new 
restaurants in Bangkok have been, 
to our delights, tweaking their 
menus, offering new deals, and 
expanding their spaces. We’ve also 
been to a new bar. Here’s what you 
should check out.

A Bigger Catch
Sukhumvit Soi 11’s seafood 
joint Snapper has expanded 
to more than twice its original 
size. Now it’s a bright and 
high-ceilinged restaurant that 
has retained its casual vibe. 
There are more tables for 
outdoor dining, too. We love 
its all-glass frontage and the 
lovely interior warmly lit with 

hanging lamps, perfect for a date and other special occasions with friends. 
facebook.com/snapperNZ —A.A.
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STAY
The Continent of Comfort 
Thai-Indian hotelier Montree Sirinarinthorn of The Key Bangkok 
recently unveiled The Continent Hotel Bangkok, a 39-floor hotel 
located at the intersection of Asoke and Sukhumvit. The Continent 
caters to corporate guests and families, and each room comes with 
an all-glass bathroom (with remote-controlled shutters for the more 
timid). For an elegant dinner with a spectacular view, make your way to 
Medini, which features a menu dominated by Italian dishes. For a post-
dinner drink, go on up to the two-level Axis and Spin bar on the 38th 
floor. The lower level is more lounge-y with high-backed armchairs and 
soft background music.  If you’re in the mood to party, move up to the 
balcony, where the music is more upbeat. thecontinenthotel.com  
—REENA KARIM

The Belle of the Beach 
Although Koh Samui beaches have 
long been teeming with tourists, 
you might be able to find some 
privacy at Vana Belle, a luxury 
resort nestled in a cove near 
Chaweng Beach, which opened 
just last month. Here, each suite 
and villa comes with a private pool 
and a spacious marble bathroom. 
For a stay with the sea view, go for 
the Deluxe Pool Suite, Grand Pool 
Suite, or Ocean View Pool Suite. 
The resort’s Tropical Pool Villa 
is housed in a private compound 
with a garden. Hungry? Enjoy the 
Southern Thai cuisine at Kiree. At 
Panali, you can indulge in Italian 
seafood dishes in the alfresco 
setting. For those who like to stay 
active while on vacation, Vana 
Belle offers a variety of activities, 
from aqua aerobics, water polo, and 
Thai boxing classes to tai chi, yoga, 
and Pilates. vanabellekohsamui.com 
—A.A.
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READ

Cover in Gold
Perhaps the greatest thing to 
happen to Bangkok since….
hmmm…the re-opening of Siam 
Centre, Vogue Thailand made its 
debut a few weeks ago—with maybe 
one of the most divisive covers of all 
time. Still, no expense was spared. 
Fancy hat maker Philip Treacy 
created the elaborate gold crown 
sported by Thai supermodel Si, and 
a crew flew to Paris for the shoot. 
The Huffington Post has lauded 
the magazine and its male editor, 
the Vogue family’s first, Kullawit 
Laosuksri. Say what you will about 
the cover, we’re still looking forward 
to the next issue—and for a Vogue 
that doesn’t cost B500.—M.S.

Soon, the book turns up in the hands 
of Ishwar Prasad, a demagogue who 
misuses its alleged contents to enact 
all kinds of Orwellian laws, such as 
mandatory cheating on exams, a 
happiness tax on sexual intercourse, 
and a geographical division between 
the rich and the poor. To put a stop 
to the madness, Patros has to travel to 
Kerala to find the key that will open 
the book. Written with a memorable 
first-person voice, The Book of 
Answers is a mirror held to Indian 
society. Copies are available at Asia 
Books. Turn to page  42 for our full 
interview with CY Gopinath.
—M.S.

Orwellian India
We have a serious Indian author 
among us, guys. Kerala-born CY 
Gopinath’s first book of fiction The 
Book of Answers was shortlisted last 
year for the Commonwealth Book 
Prize—a huge deal in case you didn’t 
know. Past winners have included 
Nadine Gordimer, Jhumpa Lahiri, and 
David Mitchell. The Book of Answers 
is a kind of dystopian black comedy, 
telling the story of Patros Patranobis, 
an unremarkable man who one day 
receives a strange, metalbound book 
that allegedly contains all the answers 
to the world’s problems. But the 
book is locked, and Patros sells it off. 


