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Thailand’s 
Wedding Wows
It’s time for Masala’s second annual Wedding Fair (June 21-22). To get you excited, we round up 12 of Thailand’s little 
shaadi secrets to help you tie the knot with originality and style.

Skip the ballroom and 
head outdoors 
Outdoor weddings would be popular among Indians if 
not for our addiction to air-conditioning. But if planned 
well, outdoor weddings can be gorgeous affairs and 
definitely more fun than a stiff ballroom. Luckily, Thailand 
is packed with spectacular outdoor locations that put 
fairy tales to shame. The landscaped gardens at Suan 
Thip by the Chao Phraya River are the ideal spot for 
an outdoor wedding. They can accommodate up to 
350 guests on their lawn, which features dreamy lotus-
filled ponds, swings perched under ancient trees, and 
charming gazebos. Suan Thip’s dedicated team helps 
you customise your wedding with several themes and 
options in table setting, flower arrangement, props, and 
a menu of your favourite dishes. For a unique experience, 
head on to Bankampu Tropical Gallery. Their natural 
rainforest-like surroundings feature a plethora of rare 
flowers and exotic plants, a translucent greenhouse-like 
structure, fish ponds, a waterfall, and a gazebo. The 
venue can accommodate up to 200 guests, and they 
offer many facilities, such as parking and great spots for 
pre-wedding photography. suanthip.com, bankampu.
com

Have it in a historical 
home   
While Bangkok is full of big hotel chains and modern 
buildings where you can easily hold your wedding 
reception, well-preserved historical venues are also 
popular among couples looking for something intimate 
and exotic. And M.R. Kukrit Heritage Home is one of 
the most sought-after venues for a romantic occasion. 
Built in the traditional Central Thai style with five one-
room houses linked by a spacious veranda, the former 
home of the late writer and politician sits by a large 
lotus pond on a lush two-acre property. The garden is 
famous for its collection of Thai sculpted miniature trees, 
similar to the Japanese bonsai. The lawn, surrounded 
by fragrant trees, can accommodate up to 700 guests, 
making it ideal for an outdoor wedding. And despite it 
being a century-old structure, the house is equipped with 
modern amenities. For parking, you can rent a nearby 
parking space that can accommodate up to 100 cars. 
kukrithousefund.com
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Say it with paper
The invitation sets the mood for the entire affair, so 
don’t be old and boring for yours. Why not forge your 
own path by stepping away from the usual and trying a 
local, creative entreprise like Anya. The Thonglor-based 
business does custom-made invitations and favours for 
all kinds of special occasions. They’ve done invitations for 
Namdharis, Thai aristocracy, expats, you name it... and 
their styles range from the classical and elegant to the 
retro to the modern and zany. Make an appointment,  
so you can get some undivided attention for your specific 
needs. anyawedding.com

Roam a desert island 
with your buddies 
 
It seems like almost all Indian weddings come with 
a requisite function taking place on a cramped river 
boat, with fume-laden breezes from the Chao Phraya 
getting under our kurtas. Why not take the cruising to 
someplace more picturesque? How about Phuket? We 
know, how cliche. But there’s much to Phuket’s yachting 
industry that you don’t know about. Sign up for a 
personalised and customised programme with Indian-
owned marine events company Jabudays. Rent out 
their magnificent Turkish Gulet and get creative. How 
about an overnight cruise to Phi Phi Island with yoga and 
meditation on board, with your best girlfriends? Or  
a Castaway-themed roleplay game where you and 

Break in somewhere new  
Taking your wedding business to a brand new hotel 
is a great way to get the best of complete service and 
affordability. New properties are always looking to 
make a big splash and are already well-versed with 
the services their competitors offer. Plus, new hotels 
have that fresh coat of paint and general gleam that 
makes weddings feel even more amazing. And luckily, 
there’s never a shortage of new hotels in Bangkok. The 
Bangkok Marriott Hotel Sukhumvit, for instance, 
recently opened its doors and is fully equipped to 
handle all the little rituals that made a traditional Indian 
wedding complete. You can do your catering, flower 
arrangements, and planning all in-house. Plus, with 
awesome facilities like the rooftop lounge Octave, 
you have the option of doing smaller wedding-related 
functions here, too. And the hotel’s proximity to busy 
Thonglor means you can easily leave your guests to 
entertain themselves for a night or two. They’ll thank you 
for it! marriott.com

your boys pretend to survive on an island? Or just  
a wild band and a whole lot of booze while you and 
your gang ring in the big day? The options are endless. 
For more information on Jabudays, read our interview 
with the founder, Vishal Sood, in our In Focus section. 
jabudays.com

Make memories in 
motion
We have come far from wedding videos that focus 
on guests at the buffet line and their self-conscious 
chewing under the old-school video lighting equipment. 
And luckily for us, videography has advanced both in 
technology and styling, and we can finally forgo the 
hideous ritual of adding die-cut images of the groom on 
the bride’s henna-filled hands. There are some young and 
creative videographers out there who are not frustrated 
filmmakers and actually specialise in wedding videos 
and believe in what they do. Take Tika and Na from 
Creatia Communications, for example. They don’t 
just document things in chronological order—wedding 
videos, which you can check out on their website, are 

beautifully filmed, well-edited, natural, and touching. 
Don’t just get anyone who knows how to use the 
camera to record your special day. Get a good storyteller. 
weddingfilmsthailand.com.  
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Spike tradition with liquid nitrogen
 
No Indian wedding anywhere in the world is complete without Indian food, and we 
wouldn’t think of suggesting you cancel the dal makhani, assorted pakoras, and rogan 
josh on your big day. But if you’re going to haul all your chachas and chachis from India 
to Thailand, you may as well give them Indian food they’ve never had before. Gaggan 
was recently acknowledged by Restaurant magazine’s prestigious annual awards as one 
of the 50 best restaurants in Asia. (It ranked #10.) His version of Indian food is dynamic, 
modern, and exciting, and ranges from sous-vide curries to spherified yoghurt, papri 
chat–style. While Gaggan doesn’t cater weddings, it does cater parties, so this might be 
perfect for a welcome dinner with family or a bachelorette party kickstarter. You can also 
go to the restaurant, which is a beautiful white house on Soi Lang Suan and ask for their 
12-course chef’s tasting menu. Do book a few weeks in advance though. The recent 
prize means Gaggan’s become hotter than ever—rightly so—and big groups require 
advance planning. eatatgaggan.com

Go green 
 
Do you prefer saying your vows on a tropical beach 
in Samui or wish for a reception in a well-manicured 
garden? Well, why not be environmentally responsible 
while at it? Faraway Weddings understands the 
true meaning of being eco-friendly and knows how to 
be creative and fun at the same time. They use local 
fruits and vegetables for decorations, replace drinking 
straws with bucatini-like pasta, sprinkle the beach with 
biodegradable confetti, and recycle at their own recycling 
facilities. They offer several beach villas to choose from, 
with modern facilities and luxurious accommodation 
options, such as a bridal suite, a spacious sala, an 
outdoor bar, and a covered reception area in case of 
unfavourable weather. weddingsinthailand.com 

Be a gentleman bachelor
 
Planning a bachelor party doesn’t have to be all booze and sleaze. Well, it may have 
to be all booze, but the sleaze is definitely optional. Why not go the gentleman route 
by putting on your best suit and hitting a cigar lounge with your best guy friends? Part 
of the MGallery collection of hotels noted for their character and beauty, Bangkok’s 
Hotel Muse has a distinct, turn-of-the-century decor sensibility that’s very retro-chic. 
The rooftop bar Speakeasy really distills this look and feel. Speakeasy also offers 
the leather-clad Blind Pig, a cigar and spirits lounge that can be booked for up to 15 
people for special occasions. Pretend you’re Don Draper and kick back with some 
single malt whiskeys and some Cuban cigars and enjoy your last night of so-called 
freedom. (Hopefully, your marriage will fare better than Don Draper’s, though.) 
hotelmusebangkok.com
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More where that came from
For tons more wedding locations and services, head on over to the Masala 
Wedding Fair 2013 later this month, June 21–22, at the Westin Grande 
Sukhumvit. Meet representatives from hotels, jewellery shops, boutiques, 
catering companies, and many others and get a head start on that upcoming 
wedding in your family. See you there!

Design what you drink
 
When was the last time you were at a wedding reception and had a drink that stood 
out to you? Indians love to drink at happy occasions, so why offer forgettable booze 
at yours? We suggest you pick up the phone and discuss the matter with Mirko 
Gardelliano. The award-winning Italian mixologist of the Water Library bars and 
restaurants can help you design a drink menu just for your special day and even provide 
you with the bar staff from Water Library, all experienced in catering for classy events. 
Mirko built up his bartending resume in several cities across Germany, collecting a slew 
of bartender awards from the German Bartenders Association, Hendrick’s, and respected 
magazines along the way. So you would be in good hands. And your guests will love 
you all the more for it. They might even remember what they drank at your wedding. 
mywaterlibrary.com, oliver@waterandwine.net

Fly while you sleep 
 
Sure, the Maldivian villa is an awesome idea, as is a week 
skiing at a Swiss chalet, but if you’re planning to stay 
mostly indoors on your honeymoon—as you should—
what matters most is a beautiful bedroom. Luckily, you 
don’t have to go far, just to Phuket. Thailand’s favourite 
architect, Duangrit Bunnag has designed a state-of-the-
art luxury resort, called The Naka Phuket, which has 
recently had its soft opening. The property, about 40 
minutes from Phuket International Airport, is built on a 
mountainside and features 94 pool villas integrated into 
their natural surroundings, with views of the mountains 
and the sea. The one-bedroom villas—presumably you 
won’t be taking any crashers to your honeymoon—
are a whopping 182 square metres and are just steps 
away from the shore. The best part? Thanks to some 
imagination and a feat of engineering, the bedrooms are 
cantilevered over the cliff, so you can almost literally sleep 
in the air. thenakaphuket.com

Get a versatile wedding planner
 
Sure, it’s a good idea to get a wedding planner who specialises in Indian weddings, 
but what if you’re bored with the traditional way and want to do a little mixing and 
matching? Understandably, you would still want someone with Indian wedding 
know-hows but who is also savvy in other types of weddings. Phuket Weddings and 
Events have been part of 20 Indian weddings since their inception in 2006, but they 
also specialise in other wedding types, such as villa, yacht, beach, island, and even eco 
weddings. The Phuket Weddings and Events team, led by Maria and Peter Molyneux, 
have also worked alongside Indian wedding planners, providing services such as 
equipment rental and catering, and offering contacts for a range of make-up artists, 
hair stylists, videographers, and photographers, among others. To make your wedding 
preparation run even smoother, they also offer to design and operate a wedding website 
that manages your guest list, accommodation information, pre-wedding photos, and 
much more. phuketweddingsandevents.com


